
Table 16.  Number of deaths from injury by firearms by age, race, and sex: United States, 1997

Cause of death (Based on the Ninth
Revision, International Classification of

Diseases, 1975), race, and sex
All

ages
Under
1 year

1-4
years

5-14
years

15-24
years

25-34
years

35-44
years

45-54
years

55-64
years

65-74
years

75-84
years

85
years
and
over

Age
not

stated

Injury by firearms (E922, E955.0-E955.4, 
E965.0-E965.4, E970, E985.0-E985.4):

  All races 1, both sexes .............................. 32,436 9 75 546 8,173 7,045 5,802 3,872 2,390 2,202 1,740 555 27
    Male ........................................................ 27,756 3 40 420 7,312 6,040 4,709 3,174 2,042 1,907 1,578 509 22
    Female ................................................... 4,680 6 35 126 861 1,005 1,093 698 348 295 162 46 5
  White, both sexes ..................................... 23,270 3 49 356 4,273 4,451 4,475 3,294 2,126 2,018 1,672 534 19
    Male ........................................................ 19,673 1 26 281 3,738 3,745 3,587 2,693 1,820 1,754 1,519 492 17
    Female ................................................... 3,597 2 23 75 535 706 888 601 306 264 153 42 2
  Black, both sexes ..................................... 8,389 6 24 163 3,638 2,421 1,186 495 215 157 57 19 8
    Male ........................................................ 7,430 2 13 119 3,345 2,143 1,007 419 182 131 49 15 5
    Female ................................................... 959 4 11 44 293 278 179 76 33 26 8 4 3

Accident caused by firearm missile (E922):
  All races 1, both sexes .............................. 981 - 20 122 300 165 130 96 58 51 24 15 -
    Male ........................................................ 856 - 11 107 282 141 111 76 51 43 20 14 -
    Female ................................................... 125 - 9 15 18 24 19 20 7 8 4 1 -
  White, both sexes ..................................... 782 - 13 88 217 140 108 89 50 41 23 13 -
    Male ........................................................ 680 - 6 79 202 122 91 71 44 34 19 12 -
    Female ................................................... 102 - 7 9 15 18 17 18 6 7 4 1 -
  Black, both sexes ..................................... 173 - 7 26 74 24 18 7 6 8 1 2 -
    Male ........................................................ 152 - 5 22 71 18 16 5 5 7 1 2 -
    Female ................................................... 21 - 2 4 3 6 2 2 1 1 - - -

Suicide by firearms (E955.0-E955.4):
  All races 1, both sexes .............................. 17,566      . . .      . . . 127 2,587 3,010 3,321 2,647 1,859 1,906 1,608 494 7
    Male ........................................................ 15,194      . . .      . . . 99 2,284 2,578 2,739 2,205 1,618 1,694 1,499 472 6
    Female ................................................... 2,372      . . .      . . . 28 303 432 582 442 241 212 109 22 1
  White, both sexes ..................................... 16,014      . . .      . . . 106 2,120 2,596 3,084 2,513 1,753 1,799 1,559 479 5
    Male ........................................................ 13,820      . . .      . . . 84 1,863 2,209 2,527 2,093 1,524 1,604 1,453 458 5
    Female ................................................... 2,194      . . .      . . . 22 257 387 557 420 229 195 106 21 -
  Black, both sexes ..................................... 1,209      . . .      . . . 19 362 324 178 103 77 91 40 13 2
    Male ........................................................ 1,070      . . .      . . . 14 325 290 160 85 68 78 37 12 1
    Female ................................................... 139      . . .      . . . 5 37 34 18 18 9 13 3 1 1

Homicide and legal intervention by
firearms (E965.0-E965.4, E970):

  All races 1, both sexes .............................. 13,522 9 53 285 5,171 3,794 2,288 1,096 450 228 91 39 18
    Male ........................................................ 11,404 3 28 204 4,645 3,255 1,818 865 353 155 45 18 15
    Female ................................................... 2,118 6 25 81 526 539 470 231 97 73 46 21 3
  White, both sexes ..................................... 6,211 3 36 154 1,871 1,664 1,229 664 305 164 73 35 13
    Male ........................................................ 4,957 1 20 111 1,619 1,370 931 503 236 104 33 17 12
    Female ................................................... 1,254 2 16 43 252 294 298 161 69 60 40 18 1
  Black, both sexes ..................................... 6,914 6 15 114 3,158 2,048 983 382 127 56 16 4 5
    Male ........................................................ 6,129 2 7 80 2,907 1,813 828 328 105 44 11 1 3
    Female ................................................... 785 4 8 34 251 235 155 54 22 12 5 3 2

Injury by firearms, undetermined whether
accidentally or purposefully inflicted
(E985.0-E985.4):

  All races 1, both sexes .............................. 367 - 2 12 115 76 63 33 23 17 17 7 2
    Male ........................................................ 302 - 1 10 101 66 41 28 20 15 14 5 1
    Female ................................................... 65 - 1 2 14 10 22 5 3 2 3 2 1
  White, both sexes ..................................... 263 - - 8 65 51 54 28 18 14 17 7 1
    Male ........................................................ 216 - - 7 54 44 38 26 16 12 14 5 -
    Female ................................................... 47 - - 1 11 7 16 2 2 2 3 2 1
  Black, both sexes ..................................... 93 - 2 4 44 25 7 3 5 2 - - 1
    Male ........................................................ 79 - 1 3 42 22 3 1 4 2 - - 1
    Female ................................................... 14 - 1 1 2 3 4 2 1 - - - -

- Quantity zero.
     ... Category not applicable.

1 "All races" includes races other than white and black.
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